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Monda)•, IO o'clock, a. m. 
January 31st, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 
The followibg Senators answered to their names: 
.Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Bache, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 

Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace,. 
Williams and Wootten-quorum present. 

The journal. of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
l\Ir. Perkins, Chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills, 

reported a bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the 
Legislature of the *ate of Texas, correctly engrossed. 

l\fr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following reports: 

.. 
J. A. GREER, 

President of the Senate: 

Committee Room, l 
•Jan'y. 29th, 1848. ~ 

The committee on Affairs of State, to whom was ref erred a 
"Resolution proposing the amendment of the Constitution;" 
after mature deliberation, have instructed me to make the fol
lowing report. 

Although the proposed amendment makes a great change in 
the Constitution of the State, they beli(;ve that the good of the 
country requires it io be done. By taking from the people the 
right to elect the most important officers of the State, we de~ 
grade the elective franchise, and by securing that right to them, 
we elevate and dignify it. Give this glorious privilege to the 
people, and that apathy which has been observed in every part 
of the State, will disappear. We may then expect to see the 
qualified electors come to the polls, conscious that they are 
exercising one of the dearest rights of freemen. and fully sen
sible of the importance of casting their votes for those who are. 
best qualified to advance the pro9perity and glory of their 
country. Believing it to be unnecessary to say more, to sus
tain a proposition which is so man if est to all who advocate 
the rights of man to self government. The committee have 

15 
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instructed me to report a Joint Resolution, a,, a substitute for 
the Resolution referred, and recommend its adoption. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 

J. A. GREB, 
Preaident of the Senate: 

Committee Room, l 
Jan. 29, 1848. J 

A majority of the committee on Affairs of State, to whom 
was ref erred "a bill to be entitled an act to amend the Consti
tuti~n ot the State of Texas;" after considerin~ the same, ban~ 
instructed me to report the following am~ments. 

1st. Strike out of the caption "a bill to De entitled an act. .. 
and insert "Joint Resolution." 

2nd. Strike out "enacted" wherever it occurs in the bill, and 
insert "resolved," and recommend their adoption. 

The committee believe that the adoption of the amendment 
proposed would secure to a meritorious class of our citizens. 
a right of which the Constitution now deprives them, in viola
lation of true republican principles. No man should be de
prived of any of the rights of a citizen on acconnt of his voca
tion. Believing that the section of the Constitution which the 
amendment proposes to strike out is inconsistent with the spirit 
of the age in which we live, and that it is a relic of that spirit of 
persecution which has descended to us from the dark ages, the 
committee have instmcted me to report the bill back to the 
Senate, with the foregoing amendment, and recommend its 
passage as amended. 

JON W. DANCY, 
Chairman. 

Mr. Abbott made the following report: 

Hon. J. A. GREEB, 
Presiden/. of tM Sewe : 

Committee Room, 
Jan. 31st, 1848. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have instructed me to re· 



port that, "an act to incorporate the Town of Bonham, in the 
county of Fannin," has been correctly Enrolled, and was also 
transmitted to the Governor, on the 28th instant, for approval. 

W. 0. ABBOTT, 
Chairman. 

l\Ir. Cuny made the following report : 

Hon. J. A. GREEB, 
President of the Senate: 

The committee-on Contingent Expenses, to whom was re
ferred a resolution of the Senate, instructing said committee to 
contract for tl1e printing of three hundred and fifteen copies of 
the Report of the Comptroller, make the follo,ving report :-

That the committee havecontracted with the proprietors of the 
Austin Democrat for the number called for by the re~olution, 
to be furnished at two-thirds of a cent per page-each report 
contains forty-six pages, and makes the whole number of four
teen thousand four hundred and ninety pages, which, at two
thirds of a cent per page, amounts in the aggregate to the sum 
ninety-six dollars and sixty cents. 

PHIL. M. CUNY, 
Chairman, 

l\Ir. Phillips made the following report: 

Hon. J ouN A. GREER, 
President of the Senate : 

Committe~ Room, 
January 29th, 1848. 

The select committee appointed to examine into the condi
tion of the Adjutant General's Office, submit to the Senate the 
following facts for their consideration : 

The committee find that the business of that office 
&eems to have been conducted, for the last two years, with accu
racy, and in a systematic manner. The books and papers are 
in good order, and all the files properly arranged, numbered 
and labelled. 

The business however, of this department, as connected with 
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the Republic of Texas, will require much attetltion. There is 
still a large amount of this businegs unsettled, which the inte
rest of individuals, as well as of the State, demands, should be 
brought to a close as speedily as possible. There are many 
open accounts still standing on the books, and until these are 
finally settled, it will be impossible for the State to determine 
its liabilities. Many indiTiduals havedemaodsagaimt the State 
for Land and money due through this department. Some are 
heirs residing in other Stated of the Union, who are perhaps 
not aware of the rights secured to them M suc~h, by our Laws. 
'!'here are too, on file, many documents in the form of loo"e re
ceipts, army and naval correspondence of great importance, 
and which, (as a matter of security for unjust demands, no les$ 
than as containing valuable hi,.torical information,) your com
mittee think ought to be recorded in well bound books, and 
pre11erved ; to accomplish these objects with the least possible 
delay, and at the same time to do full justice to individuals and 
the country, your commiuec submit the following suggestions 
as proper to be observed by the officer of that departmenL 

1''irst,-To make an alphabetical list of the names of all offi
cers and men who have, at any time been connected wit& that 
department up to the time of annexation, noting their residence. 

Second,-An estimate of the whole amount of land due 
thro~b that department. 

Th1rd,-Tbe amount of pay due in money. 
Fourth, The amount of land for which certificates have is

sued, and the !).mount still due. 
Fifth,-The amount of pay which has been discharged, and 

the amount still due. · 
Your committee also recommend the ·publication of the 

names of all those. whose accounts are unsettled, and that a law 
be passed limiting the time which original claimants or their 
legal representatives shall have within which to receive ttfeir 
dues from that office, \vhether scrip for land or certificates for 
pay. 

'fhe law should also require a report from that department 
to be submitted to the Legislature through the Executive, at 
each session, that such action may be taken in relation to that 
department as may be necessary. They also recommend the 
sale of all the property appertaining to that office, which is no 
longer needed by the State. 

A. H. PHJµLIPS, Chairman. 
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llr. Jewett made tlte following report: 

f'o tlte Hon. President of tlie Senate, · 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The speeial committee raised by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, for the purpose of examing inw the condition 
of the offices of Comptroller of Public Accounts and Treasurer 
of the State, having performed the duty imposed upon them, in· 
stmct the undersigned to repo1't that they find said offices to 
have been c@nducted in all respects as well as could be desired. 

The oommittee take pleasure in stating, that they examined 
the condition of the Treasury Department in reference to the 
biennial reports made by the Comptroller and Treasurer of the 
State, and find that said reporu contain a true and correct state· 
ment of tl.e condi1ion of their ref pe(.tiv.e cfficeF. Your 
committee with a view to the ascertainment of the amount of 
monies, outstanding a11d due the State, from individuals having 
the collection of impost duties and direct taxes, under the laws 
of the late Republk; of Texas, as also the amount of monie:i 
due the State by individuals having the collection of taxes un
der the laws of the State, requested the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts to furnish them with a written statement of the names 
of individuals having the collection of impost duties under the 
laws of the late Republic of 'I'cxas, and the amount of money 
by such individuals now due the State, as also, the aggregate 
amount due by individuals having the co~ction of direct taxes 
under the laws of the late Republic of'l'exas and State of Tex
as, which statement is herewith submitted to the two Houses of 
the Legislatme for their inspection. They also herewith sub
mit, to the inspection of the Legislature, a written statement of 
the Treasurer of the State, .showing the amount of money 
now in the 'frcasury subjec~ to disbursement. 

Your committ~e cannot close this report without directing 
the attention of the Legislature to that part of the statement of 
the Comptroller, which suggests the propriety of the appointment 
of a fiscal agent, to superinten'd, receive and tra,nsmit the revenue 
to the Treasury department, as the same may be collected by the 
collectors of taxes. The committee, from investigation and con
sultation with the Comptroller, and fully sensible of the import
ance of such an officer, and that the present expensive and embar
rassing system of transmitting the revenue to the Treasury De· 
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partment, serves in many instances as a pretext to indi vidnals 
to withhold the amounts by them collected from the State, for 
private pruposes, thereby depriving the State of the immediate 
use of itll revenue; whereas if such an officer exi tcd, the reY· 
cnue collected by the several collectors of taxes, would be paid 
over to such officer when called for ; this system your commit
tee are fully persuaded, would greatly facilitate the collection of 
the revenue,-they believe that tho interest of the State requires 
the aid and assistance of such an officer, and the enactment of a 
law more eftective than any which now exists, compelling offi
cers liaving the collection of the rm·enue, to pay the same oYer, 
as soon as collected; the committee therefore respectfully invite 
the special attention of the Legislature to th.is subject. 

Having, as they believe, fully dit:chargcd the duty imposed 
upon them, the committee~k to be discharged from thefurtber 
investigation of the Treasury Department. . 

H. J. JEWETT, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

B. F. 'l'ANKERSLEY, 
Chairman on the part of HoUEe. 

Mr. Phillips offered the following resolution: 
" Resolved, That the committee on Finance be requested to 

take into corusideration the propri9ly of passing a fee-bill for the 
General Land Office.'' 

Adopted. 
Mr. Clark introduced joint resolution authorizing and requir

i~ the Comptroller of Public Accounts to receive and examine 
and settle the accounts of Hugh S . Hope, late sheriff of Harri
son county. 

Read first time. 
Mr. Clark introduced a bill to be entitled an act to establish 

the Judicial Di11trict:5 of the District Courts. 
Read first time. 
Mr. Bourland, made the following report : 

Hon. J. A. GuER, 
Preruknt of the Senate: 

Committee Room, 
January 31st, 1848. 

Your committee on Public Lands, to which \Vas referred "A 
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bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the Boards of Land Com· 
missioners in each county in this State from issuing certifieates 
to any claimant whatsoever, wiless the applicant or claimlnt 
shall previously thereto have received a conditional certificau, 
Crom some competent board," have bad the same under consi
deration, and have instructed me to report the same back to the 
Senate, with amendments, and recommend ill'I passage. 

First amendment-
First section, in third line, strike out the word " the" and in· 

sert " this." 
Second amendment-In same line, after the word "State)·• 

strike out to word "llhall," in 4th line. 
JAMES BOURLAND, Chairman. 

The Senate proceed to the Orders of the Day. 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Jeremiah Bowlin: 

read first time. 
A bill to be entitled an act to exclude f raudnlent land certifi

cates from being evidence of title to land, and to prohibit the 
issuing of legal process upon the same : read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Keizer: read 
first time. • . 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Medina: 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat of 
justice for the county of Newton: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act concerning the forfeiture of cer
tain neat cattle, hogs or sheep : read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county ot Hays : read 
first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Gillespie : 
read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an e.ct to organize the Militia of New
ton county: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to create the county of Caldwell: 
read fir~t time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to establish the county seat of 
Denton county: read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate permanently the seat of 
justice of De Witt county : read fint time. . . 

A bill to be entitled an act to exempt certain propei'ty from 
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taxation, designed and used for purposes of religious worship 
and of education: rtmd first time. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, "the bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to receive gold and silver at the rate of one dollar thereoi 
for eight dollars in Texas Promistiory Note~, for all govern
ment Clues upon land, and patcnl'I for land," was taken up and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act providin~ for the 1.1ale of the pro
·perty belonging to the State of Tcxa.q, formerly U!<etl by the late 
_government for custom purposes: read second ti1ne, and on 
motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 81ate Affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to fix the time of holding elcctioru 
for the several State and county officer~, and for Repre~ent· 
atives to the United States Congress: read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the committee on Pri
-vileges and Elections. 

A message was received from the Hou:ic of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that the House had concurred • in the 
:amendments of the Senate to the following bill and joint reso
lution, viz.: 

A bill to be entitled an net to nnthori ze the city of Galveston 
!O ,appoint .firemen, ~nd to exempt the same from militia and 
Jury duty: 

Joint resolution requesting the Senators and Representatives 
of Texas in the Congress of the U nitcd States, to protest against 
the relinquh!hment of the Mexican Provinces or States con· 
quered by, and in possession of the United States, without in
demnity: and also to protest against any law which shall be 
'intended to prevent the citizen~ of t<lavcholJing States from 
taking their property with them, in emigrating to said acquired 
.territory. 

And that the House refuse to concur in the amendment of 
:the Senate to a bill to be entitled an act authorizing persons 
who haYe received donation certificates under the provitfion.s of 
"an act granting lands to those who wore in the battle of San 
Jacinto, and other battles," approved December 20th, 1837, to 
alienate said certificates, and the Janas acquired under them. 

Joint resolution relative to a digest of the laws of the late 
Republic of 'fexas, and of such of the laws of Coahuila and 
Texas as relate to the landed interest of Texas, and of the pa.st 
aad present sessions of the Legislature : read second time. 
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.Mr. Dancy moved to lay the resolution upon the table: 
Upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 
Yeas-Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Dancy,Grimes, 

Perkins, and Williams-7. 
Nays-1\Iessrs. Bache, Clark, Cuny, Gage, Jewett, McRae, 

Navarro, Phillips, and Wallace-9. 
So the motion was lost 
J.\Ir. Bourland moved to amend by inserting in the caption 

before the word "the," in the first line, the word "all," and in 
the fifth line, after t~ word "of," "all the laws o~" and in sec
tion 1st line 12th, after the word ''arranged," insert the word 
"all." 

Adopted. 
Mr. Wallace moved to amend by insertingafter the word 

"of," in the 15th line, same section, the words ''ail the laws of." 
Adopted. . 
)fr. Brashear moved to lay the resolution upon the table 1111· 

til to-morrow. 
Lost. 
Mr. Perkins moved to amend by inserting after the word 

"Gillespie," wherever it occurs, the words "or any other per
son." 

Lost. 
The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed. · 
A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Alfred Johnson: 

read second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Williams, referred to the committee on 

Private Land Claims. 
Joint resolution in behalf of Edward A. Weyman, a resident 

citizen of Nueces county: read seeond time, and, 
On motion of l\lr. Cuny, referred to the committee on State 

Affairs. 
Joint resolution authorizing the Comptroller of Public Ac

counts to provide a residence in the city of Austin for the use 
of the Executive of the State: read second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, referred to the com1pittee on Fi
nance. 

Joint resolution instructing our Senators and zequesting our 
Representatives in Congress to use their influence to procure 
the incorporation of our officers in the late Navy of 1'exas, into 
the Navy of the United States: read third time and passed. 



A bill to be entilled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
prescribe the time for the biennial meeting of the Legislature 
of the State ofTe.xas : read third time and passed. 

A bill to be .entitled an act to suppress Banking: read second 
time, and, 

On motion of l\!r. Abbott, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Com· 
missioner of the General Land Office to receive gold an<l sil
ver, at the rate of one dollar thereof for flight dollar:1 in Telilil 
Promissory Notes, for all government dues upon land, and pa· 
tent!! for land. 

Read second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Grimes moved that the Senate reC'edc from their amend

ment to the bill to be e'ntitled au act authorizing person:1 who 
have received donation ccrt.ificatcs under the provisions of "an 
ru'!t granting lands to those who were in the battle of :::ian Ja· 
cinto and other battles," approved December 20th, 18371 to 
alienate said certificates, a.nd the lands acquired wider them. 

Lost. 
On motion of Mr. Williams, a committee of conference was 

appointed on the above named bill. Messrs. William:i, Dancy 
and Gage were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolution : 
"Resolved, That the committee on Finance be required to en

quire into the propriety of requiring by law the Secretary of 
State to charge fees for services performed in his office, where 
the !:Hate is not concerned, and that they be required to report 
by bill or otherwise." 

Adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, 
The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday 10 o'clock, A. l\!. 
February 1st, 1848. 

Senate was called to order by Mr. Jewett. 


